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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marhie-Hospital Service.] 

DjS'JMtiBirrioN of the Lkprosy-Likk Diseask of Rats in San Fran- 
cisco. Cai.." 

[Jiy Passed Asst. Surg. George W. McCoy, U. S. Public Health and Marine-Hospital 

Service.] 

In the routine examinatious of rats for plague a record has been 
kept of the places from which rats with the leprosy-like disease came. 
The idea was oiiginally to determine whether this disease, which has 
features that appear to justify its being considered infectious, is con- 
lined to certain definite foci or whether it was uniformly distributed 
among the rats in the city. 

The investigation, based upon the places from which 80 leprosy rats 
have come, shows that the disease is widely distributed in this city, but 
by no means in a uniform manner. 

A high percentage of the leprosy rats comes from that part of the 
city known as Butchertown. This is the district in which all of the 
slaughterhouses are located. Outside of Butchertown 11 of 45 i-ats 
that could be traced came from butcher shops. Twenty j-ats from 
wholesale butcher establishments, with 11 from retail meat dealers, 
gives 31 out of 65 that could be traced as coming from places where 
rats would have easy access to meat. 

Two or more infected rats were taken at different times from the 
same place in 10 instances; 8 times from wholesale or retail meat 
luarkets, once from a restaurant, and once from a place the address of 
which was too indefinite to be determined. 

A great manj- rats have been taken in places devoted to the meat 
industry, but the number of leprosy rats taken in these places is out of 
all proportion to the total catch from such establishments. It is very 
intere,sting to note that none of the infected animals came from stables 
and warehouses, from both of which sources so many rats have been 
obtained during the antirat crusade. 

There are certain sources of error in a compilation of this sort, 
based upon a number (80) too small to be given great weight. Errone- 
ous addresses are sometimes given. The address given is often ver3' 
indefinite, specifying a corner, or a localitj^ Avhere houses are not num- 
bered. Rats do not necessarily remain in the same building indefi- 
nitely, but moi'e or less migration probably occurs. Another .source 
of error is the fact that the lepros3'-like disease is confined to adult 
rats, and a larger proportion of the rats taken in Butchertown are full 
grown than of those tnken in the remainder of the city. 

"See Public Health Reporte, October 16, 1908, p, 1481. 
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